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新加坡華商於二十世紀初創辦了他們最早的存款銀行，首先是1903年由廣府
人創辦的廣益銀行（Kwong Yik Bank）。該行於1913年因內部人士貸款而倒
閉，促成了1914年的《公司（修訂）條例》。其後成立的銀行按方言群組
織：四海通銀行服務潮州社群，利華銀行服務廣府人，華商銀行、和豐銀行
及華僑銀行則服務經營橡膠、航運及貿易的福建商人。在既無最後貸款人、
亦無監管的貨幣發行局制度下，這些銀行保留大量流動儲備。然而，大蕭
條、1931年9月英鎊脫離金本位，以及對陳嘉庚（Tan Kah Kee）的大量放
貸，令其中兩家福建銀行陷入嚴重困境。社群的對策是在李光前（Lee Kong
Chian）領導下於1932年合併為華僑銀行有限公司（OCBC），而日內瓦則以
1934年的聯邦《銀行法》應對同一場危機。華資銀行是社群機構，其創辦人
以個人聲望為銀行作保。它們在內部人士貸款、風險集中及貨幣錯配方面的
歷史，至今仍為新加坡的銀行家、顧問及監管者提供實用的教訓。
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Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporeIQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only  on  the  basis  of  an  express  written  letter  of  engagement.  Corrections  and  updates:
contact@ressos.com.

©  2026  Dr  Alexander  Ressos.  This  article  may  be  quoted  with  attribution  to  SingaporeIQ
(SingaporeIQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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