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與日內瓦加爾文主義倫理相對應，新加坡有一套由華人移民以家族、方言與
地緣會館、廟宇、結義兄弟會和合夥關係建立的信任制度經濟。韋伯認為儒
家價值觀阻礙資本主義的論點，以及後來以「亞洲價值觀」解釋東亞增長的
說法，其解釋力都不及華商用以分享資訊、執行義務和懲罰違約的種種機
構。自1819年起成立的會館，以及自1820年起已有記載的秘密會社，提供互
助、仲裁和私人秩序，直至殖民政府於1869年要求會社註冊、於1877年設立
華民護衛司署，並自1890年起取締會社。信用倫理在這些網絡中把聲譽變成
抵押品。僑批局在1887年有49家，頂峰時期約有200家，使新加坡成為東南
亞各地移民匯款往華南的樞紐。由個人信任到機構信任的漸進轉變，最終由
華資銀行和現代監管國家完成，留下了家族企業、長期關係和非正式渠道的
遺產，新加坡的銀行家、顧問和合規人員至今仍會遇到。
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Disclaimer

This article is provided for general information only. It is based on publicly available sources as at its
date of publication. These sources have not been independently verified against licences, regulatory
registers or the records of the entities concerned. It is not legal, tax, financial or investment advice.
Nor is it a recommendation to invest in, transact with or use the services of any entity mentioned.
Law and regulation change frequently, so the content may be incomplete or outdated. To the fullest
extent permitted by law, Dr Alexander Ressos and the publisher of SingaporeIQ exclude all liability
for loss or damage arising from the use of or reliance on this article. Readers should obtain advice on
their specific circumstances before acting or refraining from action.

Names and trademarks of the entities discussed belong to their owners and are used for identification
only. Their mention implies no endorsement, affiliation or allegation of wrongdoing. All Singapore
law advice is provided by a duly licensed and regulated firm of Singapore advocates and solicitors
only  on  the  basis  of  an  express  written  letter  of  engagement.  Corrections  and  updates:
contact@ressos.com.

©  2026  Dr  Alexander  Ressos.  This  article  may  be  quoted  with  attribution  to  SingaporeIQ
(SingaporeIQ.com). Reproduction in full and any commercial use require prior written consent. The
Legal Terms at https://singaporeiq.com/legal-terms apply.
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